Beyond Form A: Unlocking the Hidden Depths of the Irish Census

AGI Irish Census Records

Most people dive into the Irish 1901 and 1911 census returns looking for names — but often the real
story lies in the forms they skip. Forms B1, B2, and N reveal how people lived, their dwelling place, and
the shape of their communities. And there are other forms that deal with institutions and the sick. If you
want to go beyond the basics and uncover the texture of Irish life in 1901 and 1911, these are the forms
to explore.

Form A is the main census return form which many do not go beyond. See earlier resource sheets: 1901
Census of Ireland Information Sheet and 1911 Census of Ireland Information Sheet.

Form N Enumerator’s House and Building Return served as a master record for the area and
documented every building in a given location, including inhabited and uninhabited dwellings, public
buildings and ruins.

Form B1 House and Building Return captured data on the type of building, whether it was inhabited,
the building materials used, number of windows and rooms. From this information it classified the houses
from 1% down to 4™. The class is based on size and does not depict quality, as can be seem in many of
the tenements that plagued the cities.

Form B2 Out-Offices and Farm-Steadings recorded the out-offices and farm buildings for each
household — up to 20 types such as stables, dairies, piggeries, and fowl houses — revealing household
scale, function, and economic activity.

Together, these four forms provide a rich picture of social, economic, and living conditions in early
20th-century Ireland — from national trends to the intimate details of households and communities. Apart
from Form A, the Enumerator completed the others.

Example: 1 Dominick Street Lower, Dublin, 1911 Census

Using Form N and B1 we can see that 10 families or 58 people lived in this 15-roomed 1* class house at
no. 1 Dominick Street Lower in 1911. Each family occupied either 1 or 2 rooms. This house would not
have had an inside toilet or bathroom and reflects the conditions for many in Dublin at this time with over
20,000 families living in just one room, while another 5,000 had only two.
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Other Forms
The 1901 and 1911 censuses also include a range of special forms that capture people living outside the
traditional family home — in institutions, on ships, in barracks, schools, hospitals, and prisons.

These lesser-known forms offer vital insights into the lives of those in care, custody, or service, and help
genealogists trace individuals who might otherwise seem to disappear from the record. Depending on the
form, some use initials only, and not full names.

. Form B3: Shipping Return — Recorded individuals aboard ships in Irish ports on census night.

« Form C: Return of the Sick at Their Own Homes — Noted individuals seriously ill at home.

« Form D: Return of Lunatics and Idiots Not in Institutions — Identified individuals with mental
disabilities living in private homes.

. Form E: Workhouse Return — Listed residents of workhouses, detailing age, occupation, and marital
status.

. Form F: Hospital Return — Captured information on patients and staff in hospitals.

« Form G: College and Boarding-School Return — Documented students and staff living in educational
institutions.

. Form H: Barrack Return — Enumerated military personnel and others residing in barracks. These
returns list policemen’s pre-enlistment occupations, which may both confuse and help researchers.

« Form I: Return of Idiots and Lunatics in Institutions — Recorded individuals with mental disabilities
living in asylums.

. Form K: Prison Return — Listed prisoners and prison staff present on census night.

1926 Census

The 1926 census is more streamlined and rather than a multiplicity of forms for different categories, most
data was captured in just two main return types. From a genealogical perspective, this may mean less
granular institutional data - Census 1926 | The National Archives of Ireland.

The 1901 and 1911 census are freely available to search at www.nationalarchives.ie
The 1926 will be released on 18 April 2026 and will be freely available at the same website. AGI
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